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The extraordinary success of Mycobacterium tuberculosis (M.tb), the
etiologic agent of human tuberculosis (TB), has been attributed to its ability
to modulate host immune responses. The identification and characterisation
of bacillary factors involved in evasion, and their interplay with host defence
components during infection is therefore vital to understanding the
pathogenic mechanisms of M.tb. We believe that understanding the basic
biology of the pathogen and its interactions with the host is the best way
forward towards the development of improved anti-TB therapeutic
approaches. Research in our laboratory is focussed towards identification of
bacillary virulence factors, identifying novel antibiotic resistance mechanisms
and characterising the events at the host-pathogen interface.




